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MOORE COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2015, 6:00 PM 

MOORE COUNTY HISTORIC COURTHOUSE – 2
nd

 Floor 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 6 PM 

 

INVOCATION – (Member Volunteer) 

 

MISSION STATEMENT – (Member Volunteer) 

 

I. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD (Procedures are attached) 

Please sign up on the Public Comment Sign In sheet near the door 

  

II. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

All items listed below are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. No separate discussion will 

be held except by a member of the Planning Board: 

 

A. Approval of Meeting Agenda 

B. Approval of Minutes of February 5, 2015 

C. Consideration of Abstentions  
 

III. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Planning Board Chairman opens Public Hearing #1 

 

1. The applicant, Flint Hill Solar, LLC is seeking a Conditional Use Permit to construct a 

commercial Solar Collector Facility on NC Hwy 24-27 in the Carthage Township on a 

parcel (ParID 00004653) owned by McDowell Timber Company as identified in the 

Moore County tax records. The parcel is approximately 36.55 acres. (Theresa 

Thompson Presenting) 
 

 Planning Board Chairman calls proponents and opponents forward for Public Hearing #1 (one at a time) 

 

 Planning Board Chairman opens the floor for discussion and a motion regarding Public Hearing #1       

  

              Planning Board Chairman closes Public Hearing #1 

 

IV. OTHER BOARD MATTERS 

 

1. Moore County Open Space Plan Discussion 
 

V. PLANNING DEPARTMENT REPORTS  

 

VI. BOARD COMMENT PERIOD 

 

VII. UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 Tuesday, March 3, 2015 5:30 PM Board of Commissioners Meeting to be held at the Historic 

Courthouse in Carthage.  

 Tuesday, March 17, 2015 5:30 PM Board of Commissioners Meeting to be held at the Historic 

Courthouse in Carthage.  

 Thursday, April 2 , 2015 6:00 PM Planning Board Meeting to be held at the Historic Courthouse in 

Carthage 
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VIII ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

Special accommodations for individuals with disabilities or impairments will be made upon request to the extent that 

reasonable notice is give to the County. 

 
Please see attached procedures for the Public Comment Period and public commend during Public Hearings 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PROCEDURES 

MOORE COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
 

The Moore County Planning Board is committed to allowing members of the public an opportunity to offer comments 

and suggestions for the efficient and effective administration of government. In addition to public hearings, a special 

time is set aside for the purpose of receiving such comments and suggestions. All comments and suggestions 

addressed to the Board during the Public Comment Period shall be subject to the following procedures: 
 

       1.  The Public Comment period will be held at the beginning of the Board meeting. The comment period will be 

limited to a maximum of thirty minutes 
 

1. Persons who wish to address the Board during the Public Comment Period will register on a sign-up sheet 
available on the table outside the entrance door to the Meeting Room indicating contact information and 

topic. Sign-up sheets will be available beginning 30 minutes before the start of the meeting. No one will be 

allowed to have his/her name placed on the list by telephone request to County Staff. 
 

2. Each person signed up to speak will have three (3) minutes to make his/her remarks. Each person signed up 
to speak will only be entitled to the time allotted to each speaker and one additional time period which may 

be yielded to him/her by another individual who has also signed up to speak on a particular topic. 

 
1. Speakers will be acknowledged by the Board Chairperson in the order in which their names appear on the 

sign up sheet. Speakers will address the Board from the lectern at the front of the room and begin their 

remarks by stating their name and address. 
 

2. Public comment is not intended to require the Board to answer any impromptu questions. Speakers will 
address all comments to the Board as a whole and not one individual member. Discussions between speakers 

and members of the audience will not be allowed. 

 

3. Speakers will be courteous in their language and presentation. Matters or comments which are harmful, 

discriminatory or embarrassing to any citizens, official or employee of Moore County shall not be allowed. 
Speaker must be respectful and courteous in their remarks and must refrain from personal attacks and the 

use of profanity. 

 
4. Only one speaker will be acknowledged at a time. If the time period runs out before all persons who have 

signed up get to speak, those names will be carried over to the next Public Comment Period. 

 
5. Any applause will be held until the end of the Public Comment Period. 

 
6. Speakers who have prepared written remarks or supporting documents are encouraged to leave a copy of 

such remarks and documents with the Chairperson. 

 

7. Information sheets outlining the process for the public’s participation in Board meetings will also be 

available in the rear of the Meeting Room. 
 

8. Action on items brought up during the Public Comment Period will be at the discretion of the Board. 
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Adopted on the 4
th

 day of February, 2010 by a _8_ to _1_ vote of the Moore County Planning Board 

 

 

MOORE COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

PUBLIC HEARINGS PROCEDURES 

 

The Moore County Planning Board serves the public as well as the Board of Commissioners. During each public 
hearing a special time has been set aside for the purpose of receiving comments and suggestions. To insure that 

comments and suggestions are productive and not unnecessarily long, procedural rules for conducting public 
hearings are necessary. The following procedural rules will be utilized during public hearings of the Moore County 

Planning Board:  

 
1. Anyone who would like to address the Board during a public hearing should register on the appropriate 

sign-up sheet indicating their name and address. Sign-up sheets will be available on the table outside the 
entrance door to the Meeting Room 30 minutes before the start of the meeting. Information sheets outlining 

the process for the public’s participation in Board meetings and public hearings will also be available. No 

one will be allowed to have his/her name placed on the list by telephone request to County Staff. 
 

2. Each speaker will be called by the Chairman to the lectern, will state their name and address clearly into the 

record before providing their comments. 
 

3. Speakers will address all comments to the Board as a whole and not to any one individual member. Speakers 
will be respectful, courteous, refrain from personal attacks and the use of profanity. 

 

4. Any applause will be held until the end of the public hearing. 

 

5. Speakers who have prepared written remarks or supporting documents are encouraged to leave a copy of 
such remarks and documents with the Secretary. 

 

6. Action on items brought up during the public hearing will be at the discretion of the Board. 
 

 

Adopted on the 5
th

 day of May, 2011 by a   9 to _0_ vote of the Moore County Planning Board 
 

 



  

MINUTES 

MOORE COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 5, 2015, 6:00 PM 

MOORE COUNTY HISTORIC COURTHOUSE – 2
nd

 FLOOR 

 

Board Members Present: Buck Mims (Chair), Aaron McNeill (Vice Chairman), 

Molly Boggis, Eli Schilling, Scott McLeod, Rich Smith 

 

Board Members Absent: Robert Hayter, Gene Horne, Eddie Nobles 

 

Staff Present: Debra Ensminger, Planning Director 

 Theresa Thompson, Planner 

 Lydia Cleveland, Administrative Officer II 

 

Press Representatives: Greg Hankins 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Planning Board Chairman Buck Mims called the meeting to order. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Vice Chairman Aaron McNeill offered the invocation. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Board Member Scott McLeod read the Moore County Mission Statement. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A. Approval of Meeting Agenda  

B. Approval of Minutes of December 4, 2014 

C. Consideration of Abstentions  

 

Board Member Eli Schilling motioned to approve the Consent Agenda and the motion 

was seconded by Board Member McLeod. The motion passed unanimously (6-0). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

PUBLIC HEARING(s) 

 

Chairman Mims opened public hearing #1 

 

Genette Gibson is requesting a General Use Rezoning of ParID# 00017206, owned by 

Tate Rental Properties as identified in Moore County tax records; the parcel is 

approximately 0.82 acres (approximately 35,439 square feet). The parcel is located at 

5675 NC Highway 211. The request is to rezone the entire property from Highway 

Commercial (B-2) to Residential and Agriculture (RA-40). 

 

Planner, Theresa Thompson presented background information as well as the purpose of 

the request submitted by the applicant. Ms. Thompson presented each of the 

recommended motions regarding this case and asked if there were any questions. 

 

Board Member Schilling asked Ms. Thompson to review a question he had regarding the 

selection of the zoning request in both public hearing’s because each lot does not meet 

the minimum lot size. 

 

Ms. Thompson explained that the minimum lot size only applies to new subdivisions if 

they were built today, because the home already exists, the minimum lot size has no 

bearing. The selection of each rezoning was based on surrounding lots that already have 

the designation. 

 

Board Member Molly Boggis made a motion to adopt the Moore County Planning Board 

Consistency Statement and authorize its Chairman to execute the document required by 

North Carolina Statute 153A-341. The motion was seconded by Board Member Rich 

Smith and the motion passed unanimously (6-0). 

 

Board Member Boggis made a motion to endorse the Moore Count Board of 

Commissioners to approve the general use rezoning of the parcel known as 

ParID#00017206 as identified in Moore County tax records from Highway Commercial 

(b-2) to Residential and Agriculture (RA-40) as proposed. The motion was seconded by 

Vice Chairman McNeill and the motion passed unanimously (6-0). 

 

Chairman Mims closed public hearing #1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Chairman Mims opened public hearing #2 

 

Yolanda Moore is requesting a General Use Rezoning of ParID# 00034081, owned by 

Wells Fargo Bank as identified in Moore County tax records; the parcel is 

approximately 0.45 acres (approximately 19,910 square feet). The parcel is located at 

28 Youngs Road.  The request is to rezone the entire property from Highway 

Commercial (B-2) to Rural Equestrian (RE). 

 

Planner, Theresa Thompson presented background information as well as the purpose of 

the request submitted by the applicant. Ms. Thompson presented each of the 

recommended motions regarding this case and asked if there were any questions. 

 

Board Member Schilling made a motion to adopt the Moore County Planning Board 

Consistency Statement and authorize its Chairman to execute the document required by 

North Carolina Statute 153A-341. The motion was seconded by Board Member McLeod 

and the motion passed unanimously (6-0). 

 

Board Member Schilling made a motion to endorse the Moore County Board of 

Commissioners to approve the general use rezoning of the parcel known as PardID# 

00034081 as identified in Moore County tax records from Highway Commercial (B-2) to 

Rural Equestrian (RE) as proposed. The motion was seconded by Board Member Smith 

and the motion passed unanimously (6-0). 

 

Chairman Mims closed public hearing #2 

 

Citizen Lane Kjellsea was not called during the public hearing but Chairman Mims asked 

if he would like to explain his opposition to this request. Mr. Kjellsea explained that his 

property is adjacent to this property. Due to the size of the property he does not believe it 

is appropriate to be zoned rural equestrian. He further explained the property is the only 

buffer between his commercial property and the nearby subdivisions. Mr. Kjellsea 

believes that it should remain a commercial property because changing it may cause 

encroachment and traffic issues. 

 

Chairman Mims asked Mr. Kjellsea what he thinks should be done with the property. 

 

Mr. Kjellsea said he doesn’t have an idea but he thinks it should remain a commercial 

property. 

 

Chairman Mims apologized for not calling him but explained that this request has not 

been finalized and it will be heard by the Board of Commissioners in March. 

 

  

 

 

 

 



  

OTHER BOARD MATTERS 
 

All members were not present for the meeting so no decisions were made regarding a 

subcommittee for the Open Space Plan. Ms. Ensminger explained the purpose and 

expectations of the Open Space Plan and will hold the same discussion at the next 

meeting when more members may be present. 

 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Planning Director Debra Ensminger explained that as of January 12, Jeremy Rust no 

longer works for the County of Moore and the position is not planned to be filled until the 

next fiscal year. 

 

BOARD COMMENT PERIOD 

 

Board Member Boggis thanked Jeremy for his work and Chairman Mims provided an 

update on Board Member Eddie Nobles. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no further comments Chairman Mims adjourned the regular meeting of the Moore 

County Planning Board. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Lydia Cleveland 

Administrative Officer II 



Staff Report -- Conditional Use Permit – Solar Collector Facility -- Flint Hill Solar, LLC 

Agenda Item: __________ 
Meeting Date: March 5, 2015   

 
MEMORANDUM TO THE PLANNING BOARD 

 
FROM:  Debra Ensminger 
   Planning & Transportation Services Director 
 
DATE:  February 4, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Conditional Use Permit Request: Solar Collector Facility, 

Commercial 
 
PRESENTER:  Theresa Thompson 
 
REQUEST 
The applicant, Flint Hill Solar, LLC is seeking a Conditional Use Permit to construct a 
commercial Solar Collector Facility on NC Hwy 24-27 in the Carthage Township on a parcel 
(ParID 00004653) owned by McDowell Timber Company as identified in the Moore County tax 
records. The parcel is approximately 36.55 acres. 
 
EXISTING ZONING AND SURROUNDING LAND USE 
The property is zoned Rural Agricultural (RA). All adjacent properties are zoned RA besides one 
property which is zoned B-2 (Highway Business). The current use of the property is vacant.  The 
adjacent land uses include single family homes and vacant parcels. The property zoned B-2 is 
used to construct wooden storage buildings.  
 
WATER AND SEWER 
The site will not necessitate water or sewer connections.  
 
OVERLAY DISTRICTS 

1. Watershed – The property is not located within a Public Water Supply Watershed 
2. Floodplain – The property is not located within a Floodplain 
3. Wetland – Per the applicant, a wetland/stream delineation is in progress.  
4. Voluntary Agricultural District – The property is within one-half mile of a VAD 
5. Highway Corridor Overlay District – The property is not located within an HCOD 
6. Red Cockaded Woodpecker – The property is not located in the RCW District 
7. Fort Bragg Zoning Overlay – The property is not located in the FBZO District  

 
TRANSPORTATION 
The property has direct access to an existing paved NCDOT highway (NC 24-27). An NCDOT 
driveway permit is required. Per NCDOT, solar farms are not required to pave the entrance due 
to the low traffic generated.  
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Staff Report -- Conditional Use Permit – Solar Collector Facility -- Flint Hill Solar, LLC 

REQUIRED FINDINGS 
In recommending the Conditional Use Permit the following findings must be met: 
 

1. The use will not materially endanger the public health or safety if located where proposed 
and developed according to plan; 

2. The use meets all required conditions and specifications;  
3. The use will not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property unless the 

use is a public necessity; 
4. The location and character of the use, if developed according to the plan as submitted and 

approved, will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located and will be in 
general conformity with the approved Moore County Land Use Plan.  In this instance, the 
proposed use is reflected in the goals of the Moore County Land Use Plan adopted in 
November 2013.  Specifically, Goal 3: Optimize the Uses of Land Within the County of 
Moore; under Goal 3, Action 3.4.4 states, “Plan for the development of alternative energy 
systems that minimize the adverse impacts to prime agricultural lands and public water 
supply watersheds.” 

 
ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 
Staff recommends the applicant agree to the following additional condition: Should Building 
Inspections, Environmental Health, or the Fire Marshal identify minor changes staff shall be 
authorized to accept such minor modifications to site plan as necessary. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the Moore County Planning Board make two separate motions: 
 
Motion 1: Make a motion to endorse the Moore County Board of Commissioners to 
approve/deny the Conditional Use Permit for the use of a Solar Collector Facility on the parcel 
known as ParID# 00004653.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Pictures of Site and Adjacent Properties 
Vicinity Map 
Conditional Use Permit Application 
Submitted Site Plan  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Staff Report -- Conditional Use Permit – Solar Collector Facility -- Flint Hill Solar, LLC 

PICTURES OF SITE AND ADJACENT PROPERTIES 
 
Proposed Solar Collector Facility Site 

 
 
NC 24-27 (Eastbound) Intersection with Mount Carmel Rd. (Proposed Solar Site on the left) 

 
 



Staff Report -- Conditional Use Permit – Solar Collector Facility -- Flint Hill Solar, LLC 

NC 24-27 Eastbound (Proposed Solar Site on the left) 

 
 
Adjacent Property - Zoned Highway Commercial (B-2) and used to construct storage buildings. 

 
 
 
 



Staff Report -- Conditional Use Permit – Solar Collector Facility -- Flint Hill Solar, LLC 

Adjacent Property – Residence located “in front” of proposed site as shown on the site plan  

 
 
Adjacent Property – Residence located across NC 24-27 from the site. 

 
 
Adjacent Property – Residence located across NC 24-27 from the site. 
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